NEW LAKEPOINTE UPDATE

July 2006


President’s Corner . . .
The Lakepointe Annual Meeting was held April 17 at the Kings Park Library.  The main purpose of the meeting was to elect three directors—two to serve three-year terms, and one to complete a two-year term.  After the votes were tallied, Kevin Donlea was re-elected to serve a 3-year term, Mary Knowles elected to serve a 3-year term, and Heather Pedersen will complete a 2-year term.  We are extremely happy to once again have a full Board with 7 members actively participating.  The meeting continued with Bob Passut, Treasurer, reviewing the 2006 Budget with those in attendance.  

A big thank you was given to the ACC for continuing to “clean up” the community.  After their initial inspection, there were over 300 violations.  Approximately 200 of these violations have been taken care of by homeowners and the other 100 violators have been sent notices to appear before the Board in May.  Residents are reminded that if they receive a violation letter and have remedied the violation, they MUST contact Sequoia Management or an ACC member so a follow-up inspection can take place and the appropriate actions taken to complete the paperwork involved.  

We thank the 25+ homeowners who attended for taking the time to participate in the Annual Meeting.  We hope more residents will take an active role in the community and will attend the next Annual Meeting in the spring.  

Kevin Donlea

kdonlea@cox.net
9857 Highwater Court

ANNUAL LAKEPOINTE POOL PARTY

Mark your calendars for Saturday, July 22, from 2 to 6 pm for the Annual Lakepointe Pool Party. Come join your neighbors for an afternoon of food, fun and games.  Please bring a dish to share (salad, dessert, appetizer). Drinks, burgers and hot dogs will be supplied.  It’s a great chance to meet your neighbors and enjoy an afternoon of relaxing in the sun! We’re hoping the weather will cooperate, but just in case, a rain date of Saturday, July 29, is scheduled if we need it.  
**********
UPDATED POOL RULES
FOR 2006 SEASON

Summer has arrived and activity at Lakepointe’s pool is in full swing.  For the safety of our residents, the Board of Directors has recently reviewed the Pool Rules and have made some changes for the 2006 pool season.  These changes have been made in an effort to provide safety for those using the pool as well as to help prevent unauthorized individuals from using the pool.  The revisions are highlighted below.  A complete copy of the current pool rules is attached to the end of this newsletter.  Please review the updated rules and discuss them with your children. 

1.  Each resident using the Lakepointe pool MUST have a 2006 Pool Pass.

2.  Each guest MUST be accompanied by a resident of Lakepointe at all times and MUST have a Lakepointe Guest Pass.
3.  Each person using the Lakepointe Pool must register with the lifeguards BEFORE entering.  Guests must also register and include the name of the resident who they are with. 

4.  Children fourteen (14) years of age and under must be accompanied by a parent or responsible person at least eighteen (18) years of age while in the pool enclosure.  Children five (5) years of age and under must not be left unattended at any time within the pool enclosure, including the baby pool regardless of swimming proficiency.  
5.  Pool Parties.  All pool parties must be registered with the lifeguards.  All guests without Pool Passes must register before the party can begin.  The resident sponsoring the pool party MUST be present at all times during the pool party and guest pass fees must be paid at the commencement of the pool party.  

6.  Additional guest passes are available for $3.00 a day for anyone over the age of one (1) year and must be paid by check payable to “Lakepointe HOA.”  No cash will be accepted.  Guest passes may be purchased from the lifeguard. 

Everyone should be reminded that NO ONE has access to the pool after hours.  Any resident who observes activity at the pool after hours is to contact the West Springfield Police Department at 703-644-7737!
Any questions regarding the above can be directed to Beth Zarfoss, Lakepointe Pool Liaison at 703-978-8270 or Kevin Donlea, Lakepointe Board of Directors at 703-764-0192.  

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH

The Neighborhood Watch for Lakepointe is an active part of our community.  We have lost many valued members as they have moved from Lakepointe, and can certainly use more volunteers!  If you are new to Lakepointe or would like to get involved, please contact us.  Anyone who is 18 years or older may join Neighborhood Watch.  There is no training required.  We are looking for neighbors with a willingness to make a difference.  All members will be assigned a weekend night, approximately once every 3 to 4 months, to serve as the eyes and ears of our community.  The goal is to maintain a high visibility within the community to deter crime.  It is very nonconfrontational, with any suspicious activity reported immediately to the local police.  Please consider getting involved in our community by joining Neighborhood Watch!

We do continue to experience instances of vandalism to vehicles in the neighborhood.  The best crime deterrent is to know who your neighbors are and report any suspicious activity to the police.  Leaving porch lights on or installing motion detector lights are also good ideas.  The West Springfield Police District has become very active in community policing and have been very supportive of our efforts.  They have meetings monthly with various speakers and interesting topics.  They meet the first Tuesday of each month.  If you are interested in becoming a member of Neighborhood Watch and attending any of these meetings, please let us know.  Help make a difference in our community and volunteer your time to Neighborhood Watch.  Contact Rob and Cheryl Soles at vasoles@verizon.net.
PORTABLE STORAGE UNITS WITHIN LAKEPOINTE

Because of the increasing use of portable storage units (PODS) throughout our area, the Board has adopted a resolution regarding their use within the community.  

1. Use of a portable storage unit shall be in compliance with all state and county zoning regulations.  Residents must obtain written authorization from the Board of Directors BEFORE any storage unit can be placed in the community. 
2. Any portable storage unit must be placed in the unit owners RESERVED parking space.  No storage unit may be placed at any time in an unassigned space.  

3. The unit may not intrude on any adjacent parking spaces or onto the roadway in any manner.

4. The storage unit can be placed in the RESERVED parking space for a period not to exceed fourteen (14) calendar days unless the resident is granted an extension in writing by the Board.

5. Any storage unit placed in the common area or in an unassigned parking space will be removed by the Association at the lot owner’s risk and expense. 
If you have any questions regarding this new resolution, please contact any Board member.  
FAIRFAX COUNTY NO LONGER 

REQUIRES COUNTY VEHICLE DECALS

Fairfax County residents are no longer required to purchase a $25 decal and display it on their windshields.  The Board of Supervisors repealed the related article in the Code of the County of Fairfax effective July 1, 2006.  

Decals are no longer sold online or at the Fairfax County Government Center.  Vehicles properly registered with the Fairfax County Department of Tax Administration are not subject to ticketing for failure to display a county decal on the windshield.  Residents can remove the old green decal from last year.  Residents should ensure that their address is correctly registered with the DMV; otherwise they may encounter tax and ticket problems.  

New residents and those registering a vehicle for the first time must file a personal property declaration form with the Fairfax County Department of Tax Administration within 60 days after purchase or entry into the county.  Vehicles may be registered online at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dta.  Failure to properly register vehicles on time will   result in late filing penalties.  

For more information, call the Department of Tax Administration at 703-222-8234, TTY 703-222-7594.
**********
POOL HOURS
Monday – Thursday – 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Friday – Sunday – 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Holidays – 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.
SUMMER SAFETY TIPS
FOR CHILDREN
Always CHECK FIRST with your parents or the person in charge before you go anywhere or do anything.

Be sure to CHECK IN regularly with your parents or a trusted adult when you are

not with them.

Always TAKE A FRIEND when you play or go somewhere. It’s safer and more fun.

Don’t be tricked by people who offer you special treats or gifts. Never accept anything from anyone without your parent’s permission.

Stay SAFER when you’re home alone by keeping the door locked. Do not open the door for or talk to anyone who stops by unless the person is a trusted family friend or relative, and you feel comfortable being alone with that person. The visit should be pre-approved by your parents. Never tell anyone who calls that you’re home by yourself. Have a neighbor or trusted adult you can call if you’re scared or there’s an emergency.

Never go into a public restroom by yourself.

Never go alone to malls, movies, video arcades, or parks. Take a friend with you, and always CHECK FIRST with your parents to make sure its okay.

Don’t panic if you feel lost. Identify the safest place to go or person to ask for help in reuniting you with your family. Never search for them on your own, and never go off alone with anyone who is trying to reunite you with your family.

Be careful when you play. Stay away from pools, canals and other bodies of water unless you are with an adult. Don’t play near busy streets or deserted areas, and never take shortcuts unless you have your parent’s permission.

Don’t wear clothes or carry items with your name on the outside, and don’t be confused just because someone

you don’t know calls out your name.

Don’t get into a car or go near a car with someone in it unless you are with your parents or a trusted adult. Never take a ride from someone without CHECKING FIRST with your parents.

Be careful playing or riding your bicycle as it gets dark. Sometimes it is difficult for people driving cars to see you. Wear reflectors and protective clothing if your parents say you can play outside after dark.

Don’t be afraid to say NO and GET AWAY from any situation that makes you feel uncomfortable or confused. TRUST YOUR FEELINGS, and be sure to TELL a trusted adult if something happens that makes you feel this way.

Taken from The West Springfield SHIELD
May 2006

**********
DID YOU KNOW...

... the speed limit in Lakepointe is 15 MPH. 

... the Fairfax County Public Library now offers free wireless access to the Internet at five branches, including the Pohick Regional Library in Burke.  The new wireless service will allow people to use their own Wi-Fi enabled, Windows-based or Mac laptops to access the internet for an unlimited amount of time from any public area of the five pilot branches. 

 ... the West Springfield Shield, a free monthly newsletter produced by the West Springfield District Police Station’s Crime Prevention Unit, is available to anyone interested in receiving it.  It offers the latest alerts, important news, crime prevention tips and more, and is provided via e-mail.  To subscribe, e-mail wspnewsletter@fairfaxcounty.gov. 

... Fairfax County has created the Community Emergency Alert Network, or CEAN.  The CEAN is used by county officials to deliver important emergency alerts, notificiations and updates to county residents during a major crisis or emergency. Messages will be delivered to e-mail accounts, cell phones, text pagers, satellite phones and wireless PDAs registered on the system.  Persons registered will be provided real-time updates, instructions on where to go, protective actions that need to be taken, and other important information.  Alerts may include personal safety, weather, major accidents involving utilities or roadways or disaster notification such as a terrorist attack.  To register for CEAN visit the Fairfax County Web page, www.fairfaxcounty.gov/cean.  For additional information CEAN contact the Office of Emergency Management at 703-324-2362, TTY 711

... there will be FREE Drive-In Movies on Saturday evenings during August 2006.  The Sully District Starlight Cinema at 5875 Trinity Parkway, Centreville, VA, will be offering you the opportunity to watch movies on the big screen from the comfort of your car or, if you want a canopy of stars overhead, there will be a designated seating area in front of the screen.  Movies are scheduled to begin at 7:30 p.m. and include, Madagascar on Saturday, August 5; Babe: The Gallant Pig on Saturday, August 12; Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire on Saturday, August 19; and Men in Black on Saturday, August 26.  For the schedule, directions and times, go to the Fairfax County Website, www.fairfaxcounty.gov  and click on “Summer Entertainment in the Parks.” Scroll down and click on “Starlight Cinema Drive-In Movies.”   

... the Fairfax County Park Authority is sponsoring a FREE Children’s Entertainment Series on Saturday mornings at 10:00 a.m.  These programs are being held at Burke Lake Park, Lake Fairfax Park, E.C. Lawrence Park and the Mason District Park.  The interactive performances feature some of the finest children’s entertainers and introduce young audiences to theater and music.  For schedules and directions call 703-324-8727 or go to www.fairfaxcounty.gov, click on “Summer Entertainment in the Parks” and scroll down to “Arts in the Parks – Children’s Entertainment Series.”  
... Saturday, July 29, will be the groundbreaking ceremonies for the new Burke Centre Library at 11:00 a.m. (Freds Oak Road and the Fairfax County Parkway), and for the new Burke Centre VRE Garage at 1 p.m. (5691 Roberts Parkway). Both projects are scheduled to be completed by the spring of 2008. 

FRIENDLY REMINDERS...

1.
 Visit our website at  www.newlakepointe.net.  There is a lot of valuable information there for residents, including important phone numbers, dates, ACC forms, etc.
2.
If you have not received your pool passes, please contact Sequoia Management.  Passes cannot be issued by Board members or lifeguards on site.  
3.
 Fill out ACC application and get approval BEFORE doing any exterior changes to your property.

4.
Keep all downspouts and gutters clear of debris to prevent basement flooding. 

5.
Please clean up after your pets! Also 

Fairfax County requires pets to be kept on a leash at all times when not confined behind fenced yards. 
6.
Trash pickup is on Tuesday and Friday. Recycling pickup is on Tuesday.  If you have bulk items you must notify American Disposal Services by calling 703-368-0500. They will give you a date for pickup and let you know if there is a fee for the pickup.  There is a fee for pickup of any appliance which must be paid before pickup can occur.  Please contact American Disposal Services to make the necessary arrangements for any bulk or appliance pickups.
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